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In this new Suntop booklet, f am 
on the track of some of the most 
famous explorers whose expeditions 
have helped to explore and chart the 
parts of the world unknown at the 
time when these journeys took place. 

My journey begins with one of the 
first voyages of discovery in history, 
namely the Egyptian expedition 
about 3,500 years ago, from 
Northern Egypt through the Red Sea 
and further down, along the coast of 
Africa. 

I shaif then travel on, following 
in the footsteps of the Chinese 
expeditions and setting sail with the 
Vikings from Northern Europe to 
Iceland and Greenland; then 
onwards, accompanying the famous 
Arab explorer I bn Batuta on his many 


excursions out into the world; I shall 
trace Marco Polo’s thr I ling journeys 
to Asia, then sail with Columbus to 
America and with Cook to Australia 
before journeying onwards to the 
heart of Africa to find the source of 
the Nile and finally end my voyage of 
discovery with a cold and strenuous 
trek to the North Pole, 

Today, there is virtually no un- 
discovered or uncharted territory left 
in all the world, so mankind has 
taken to exploring outer space. 
Naturally, you will find me there. And 
now explore the booklet but don't 
forget to follow the numbers. 

Happy reading! 

Your good friend 

Mr. Suntop 
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Advantages of the Suntop Team 

The first time you send in a completed 
Suntop booklet and fill in your name, 
address and age, you become a member 
of the “Suntop Team 1 '. Apart from the gifts 
for completing the booklets, you also get 
a personal membership card, and each 
year on your anniversary date with the 
Suntop Team you will receive a personal 
greeting from Mr. Suntop. 

You will also be the first to be told 
about new activrties with Mr. Suntop, 
which means you can participate right 
from the start. 

Order form (remember to complete) 

As a reward for having completed one, 
two or three booklets, please send me: 
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Mow to co Meet your Suntop 
stickers 

Use this booklet to collect voj- 
Suntop 'World Explorers 
You will find free, seff-adhes 
tin all Suntops, and you w A 
out where to put them in the 
Together with the 60 stickers r>= 
completed booklet will g/ve you 
amusing pictures and Interest 
information. 


How to receive exciting i 

When you have comptetod one 
booklet with 60 Suntop shexers rx car 
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The Egyptians discovered Africa 3,500 years ago 

Some of the first actual expeditions in history were carried out by the Egyptians about 
3,500 years ago. The many people who lived along the shores of the River Nile liked 
to use the sweet-scented resin from the myrrh trees for Incense, but this eventually 
came into short supply. The myrrh tree resin was therefore transported from far away 
to ancient Egypt, and it was welJ known that much of the myrrh came from the south, 
from a land called Punt, No one knew exactly where the land of Punt was, but people 
thought that it was in Africa, far away to the south. 
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3, What is a relief? 
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1. Myrrh tree incense 

It was therefore quite natural for the 
Egyptians to decide to send off a ship, 
down through the Red Sea, in order to 
search for the Promised Land and the 
expensive myrrh tree resin. 




We must assume that these voyages south- 
wards, through the Red Sea, took place 
during the summer when the southerly wind 
was best for sailing ships. However, on long 
stretches of the foumey home they had to 
work their way ahead, against the wind and 
waves, with the help of oars. 
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2. The Red Sea 

The Red Sea got its name 
because the water has, 
from time to time, a reddish 
colour which is due to large 
quantities of red algae. 


We know quite a lot about the ancient Egyptians through the many reliefs which 
have been found, showing pictures of the ancient Egyptians' everyday life and their 
discoveries. The reliefs were either carved in stone or drawn on wet tablets of clay 
which afterwards were dried in the sun. 
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4, Can you read hieroglyphs? 

Hieroglyphs are an ancient 
Egyptian form of writing which 
arose about 6,000 years ago. 

It is a combination of pictures 
and phonographic writing. 

The first hieroglyphs were carved in stone, but they were later 
developed into a form of writing which could be written on a kind of 
paper which the ancient Egyptians made from a plant caffed papyrus. 











The Chinese Fa Xian explored the SMk Route, 

1,600 years ago 

Around 2,000 years ago, the ancient Roman and Chinese civilisations 
wore still worlds apart, separated by high mountains, dense forests and 
vast deserts, Nevertheless, the silk which the Romans used to make 
clothes reached them from China along the old trade route known as 
the Silk Route. These roads, which also crossed India , were explored by 
the famous Chinese traveller. Fa Xian, who lived approximately 1,600 years ago 
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1. The way through the desert 

On his way to Khotan, Fa Xian chose a northerly route 

through a vast desert area. Not having a map of the 

desert, his only guide was a trail of dead 

reitcs of earlier attempts to cross this wasteland. 

He succeeded and reached & j 

Khotan in one piece, M 
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6. Poisonous and 
fire-breathing dragons 

En route for India, Fa Xian 
crossed the mountains 
west of the Himalayas, 
where according to 
his accounts, he saw 
several poisonous and 
fire-breathing dragons. 


8. The homeland of silk \ 

The country of origin of silk is China \ 
where, as far back as 4,000 years ago, \ 
silk was used to make clothes. Silk is ' 
made of fibres from the cocoons or 1 
pupae which surround and protect the 
sitk butterfly larvae. In former times, silk 
butterflies lived in the wild but these days 
they are cultivated. 


1 dJ_W \ „T. * ■ JUi< Jijj I I - Jj l 

pVtjj L* 4,ji .trffclij, iA- T* ■ ■ 

j Ji-auilj ^ ^ nil. ini* 

J-*ij 'Ah* UU i (>• 

•JOG o^l£j . x <iiA“ b -j>w ^jJIi u 1 

^ jJ I • jLtalU* Jjj M l ypij^ajl llLa. -jjt l j JS -M+l 1 J^£. jjI 

,ii— f«V ’ JjS 


a jjjUlJ Llflji -U-lA 


.Jl - o 

j bu YA ■ ^ U *ii>y ^j1 j 1 '*tji iijj 
iuk jljjL4i gh- UjUajl 

Jj>U1 /JL I JU*JI ^Jl L^Uj jb)i 

5. Fa Xian 

In the year 390, Fa Xian set off west- 
ward from Chang ‘an, the Ch inese 
capital, in order to follow the Silk Route 
to Khotan, onwards into India and all 
the way to Sri Lanka in the south. 
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The Viking Eric the Red set sail 1,000 years ago 

One thousand years ago There were many in Scandinavia, the northernmost part of 
Europe, who ventured out into the wide world. Scandinavia was in general a rich area 
but the population was expanding rapidly and it was particularly the younger sons, 
who could not inherit the family estates, who set out. These were the so-called 
Vikings who sailed in search of new areas of land which were ripe for either trade 
or settlement. 
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11, The Viking ship 

Viking ships were long and narrow and sailed both 
by means of large sails and oar-power. But navigation 
was difficult at that time, as the Vikings had no 
knowledge of the compass or other navigation 
instruments. However, the Vikings did sometimes take 
tame birds with them, to be released into the skies 
to show the way towards land. 


10. The Viking Eric the Red 

After a F ’ sk ^ journey towards the north 
\ _ west across seas packed with icebergs, 
Eric the Red and his team reached 
a odd, inhospitable country where they were forced to 
spend the winter, Luckily, there was no shortage of polar 
bears, seals, birds and fish to hunt and iive off until 
spring came round again, 
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9. The discovery of Greenland 

One of these Vikings was 
Eric who, when he was only 
10 years old, accompanied his 
brothers on a Viking ship sailing 
from Norway to Iceland, Eric had 
red hair, and he was soon given 
the nickname “Eric the Red". 
When he grew up, he fitted out 
his own Viking ship and sailed 
even further to the west, 
where he had heard about 
> an exciting new iand 

called Greenland. 


12. Viking settlements 

Eric became so fond of the new country 
that he decided that he must return there. 
In order to entice some of his friends to 
the new country, he decided to call it 
“Greenland" in spite of the fad that ^ 
it was anything but green. 

Soon he was able to - 
sot out for Greenland, with 
10-15 Viking ships. f 
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The Arab Ibn Batuta’s incredible journeys, 650 years ago 

As far back as around 1,300 years ago the Arabs were already travelling out in the 
wtde world, searching for greater knowledge and spreading the word of Islam, In the 
course of the following 200 years Islam had spread as far away as Spain and India, 
Muslim scholars such as the famous explorer Ibn Batuta travelled throughout this 
enormous area and indeed he was well received wherever he set foot. 
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IS, One of the Seven Wonders of the World 

In northern Egypt, Ibn Batuta saw the lighthouse near 
Alexandria, which is today considered to be one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World; it was built 2,277 years 
ago. 


14. Makfcah 

In the course of his travels Ibn Batuta also visited 
Makkah. He then went further north with torchlit camel 
caravans which only travelled by night because it was 
too hot by day. 
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16. The mosque of the Dome 
of the Bock 

ibn Batuta 's journey also took him to 
Jerusalem where he admired the firsi major 
Islamic architectural shrine the mosque of the 
Dome of the Rock, which was built approx. 
1,400 years ago. 


13, Ibn Batuta 

ibn Batuta, who lived approx. 650 years ago 
was the greatest of all the Muslim explorers 
and spent most of his life travelling to distant 
places. Ibn Batuta travelled over 100,000 km 
in all. He travelled on dog sledges in Siberia 
and sailed to China on board Chinese junks. 
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IS, The baobab tree 

Near Senegal in Africa, Ibn 
Batuta reached the hitherto 
unknown Walata territory, where 
he saw many ancient baobab 
or monkey-bread trees. The 
baobab tree can live more than 
1,000 years, and the trunk often 
grows to more than 25 metres 
in circumference. 


17. Salt villages 

Ibn Batuta 's travels also brought 
him to Africa. From Morocco he 
headed south through the Sahara 
desert. On his way, he passed a 
salt village, Taghaza, where even 
the salt workers' dwellings were 
built of blocks of salt. 
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19, The River Niger 

Further south, Ibn Batuta 
confused the River Niger 
with the Nile, but in this he 
was not alone amongst the 
ancient explorers. Here, 
he was astonished at his 
first encounter with 
a hippopotamus. 


20. The Ahaggar mountains in Algeria 

On his way back to the north ibn Batuta 
and his followers crossed the high, 
steep Ahaggar mountains. It was a 
difficult journey, taking a full 60 days 
to get from Takkeda in the south 
to the famous Tuat oasis north 
of the mountains. 
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21. Arab horses 

On his way back 
from Africa, Ibn 
Batuta cached 
the coastal town 
of Zafari in South 
"Arabia. Here, he r* 
saw Arab horses S 
being taken over- 
seas to India from 
the Arab coast. 


23. Snowstorm in the desert 

From the Tuat oasis Ibn Batuta 
headed for Fez and he described 
how he was caught ^ ^ 
up in mid-desert 4 

in a terrible p rBSjS* t* 

snowstorm. Later, Jm / 
he crossed the * 

Atlas mountains 
and reached Fez in 
September 1353. t / 
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22. Mombasa in East Africa 

In a southward expedition 
across the Red Sea to East 
Africa, Ibn Batuta penetrated 
right down to Mombasa and 
Kiwa aboard an Arab dhow, y 
He was astonished by A 
the dark skins of /tk 
the inhabitants. y^ * a 


24. The first map of the world 

Another famous Arab explorer was M Idris!, who 
was born approx. 900 years ago, He travelled through 
vast areas of the world. Al Idrisi produced a map 
of the world in the form of a spherical globe. 
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Make your own Suntop windmill 



1. Take a square piece of paper and pierce 

a hole in the middle and one in each corner. 

2. Cut along the 4 oblique lines as shown here. 

3. Carefully place the corner holes over the 
hole in the middle of the paper. 

4. Use a small piece of Suntop 
straw for the axle. 

5. Push a nail or a pin into 
the axle and fix the nail onto 
a small piece of wood. 
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Order form for Suncola gifts 

(always remember to complete} 

This Suncola booklet will be certified 
and stamped by Mr Suncola, BIN2AGR 
CORO LTD., and returned to you with 
the prize or prizes you have chosen. 

You can read more about the Suntop 
gifts, the Super Gift and the special prize 
for quick return on page 4 and 5. 

As a reward for having completed 
one or two Suncda booklets, please 
send me: 
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One booklet 

□ Tima Projector 

■-* *Jil ^ . .1 1 ■ 

□ 


(Pink calegory) 

O Rainbow Calculator 

f a 4-t—. u. 

□ 



O F*16 Fighter Flight 

n 


O 


Two booklets 

□ Galaxy Wars {compu game) 

( t . _p- 

n 

' y 

(Yellow calsgwyl 

□ Compact Oise w/lD0 sangs 

jujjLI *i fe + 


0 
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D Submachine Gun 
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(if you are 
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Name 


pi j i ■ ^ 
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To be sent to: Mr Suncola, BINZAGR CO-RO LTD., “Booklet Oepf, P.O. Box 7004, Jeddah 21462 


This booklet is certified and stamped in the following category; 
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YELLOW CATEGORY 
(two booklets) 
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PINK CATEGORY 
(one booklet) 
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How to collect your Suncola 
stickers 

The following pages contain 
a special Suncola booklet in which 
Mr, Suncola presents the new exciting 
story “The Skiing Race'’ with 30 stickers 
numbered 61 90. These stickers are only 
available on your favourite cola drink, 
Suncola, the non -carbonated alternative. 

When you match the stickers in the 
correct pictures {remember to check 
the right number) you will see that 
the pictures change to more active 
situations, This is another way to collect 
your stickers, which can give you extra 
fun. 

You can also tear out the Suncola 
booklet and send it in separately if you 
wish to receive some of the special 
Suncola gifts. 

to get more gifts by 
lew Suncola stickers 


exciting 
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can se0 on page 28, 
I'klel to MrJ Suncola, 
will then be certified and 
Mr. Suncola, and returned to 
lether with the gift you have 
chosen. Always remember to mark which 
gift you want ! 

When you have completed one more 
booklet, send this together with the first 
one to Mr, Suncola, and you will be sent 
one of the gifts you have chosen in the 
yellow category on page 29, 

You are also welcome to send in 
more compfeted Suncola booklets to 
receive more ot the gifts in the two 
Suncola categories. 

At the same time - or separately - you 
are welcome to send in the completed 
Suntop and Suncola booklets. 

And remember! If you send in two 
completed Suntop booklets and one 
completed Suncola booklet at the same 
time you can also choose one of the 
Super Gifts shown on page 9. 
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Yellow Category 

For Two Sun Co I a Booklets 
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Submachine Gun 


Compact Disc 
with 100 songs 
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Computer Game 
(Gaiaxy Wars) 
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Welcome to the world championship in downhill ski racing. The two 
finalists Mr. Suncola and Mr. Bubble will race from the top of the 
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Soy - do I need a 
Suncola? 


That really put me back 
on tracks !!! 
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What! Already? 


Down the slope jja * JH A- 


1 yr. u .^ i **\ j * 

La 


see W hat he thinks 

competition 
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The Skiing Race 

Mr, SunCola is going down the ski run 
to reach the finishing fine at the bottom 
ot this page Which track should he 
follow? See the solution on the 
second-last page. 
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Spot ten similarities 

There are ten small identical details in the two drawings on page 42 and 43. 
See if you can find them, then check the solution on the second-last page. 
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There are no bananas in rtteJ 


Thane are apples in me 


' * > <J I i-i jj Jj 1 j|L J Lu ^-j wJ L — a 

The oranges are in the red bowtf 


Only the bowl with oranges 
In is telling the truth 

One of these three bowls contains 
oranges. Which bowl is it? 

See solution on the second- last page. 
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Footprints 

Why do children 
with big feet normally 
spell better than 
children with small 
feet? 

See solution on the 
second-last page 
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Turn triangles 
into a cubic 
square 

By moving only three 
matches, how can 
you change three 
triangles into one 
cubic square? 

See solution on the 
second -last page. 
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The beginning of Marco Polo’s adventure in Asia, 1271 

The main luxury items an medieval Europe around SCO years ago came above ail from 
China and India in the Far East. However, the Europeans still knew very little about 
these distant lands. Asian merchants brought goods from the Far East to the 
countries around the Arabian Gulf or the Black Sea by land along the old Silk Route, 
or by sea along the southern Asiatic coasts where they could 1 be sold to European 
traders. 
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26. The Strait of Hormuz 

Marco Polo sailed with his family from the 
port of Venice in Italy to the town of Akka in 
the northern part of the Arabian Peninsula. 
The expedition then proceeded with 
donkeys, camels and horses along the River 
IS Tigris to/he A^bten Gulf, On reaching 
I Strait of Hormuz they were battered by 
a storm and continued by rapd* as the 
boats here looked 
so weak, 


27, The Gobi Desert 

After delaying for a whole year when Marco Polo was struck by illness, the expedition 
continued through the Ramie south of the Aral Sea. This region was such a wilderness 
that they did not see a single other person for 40 days. Marco Polo and his followers 
went on across the Gobi Desert At night they erected arrows to Indicate the direction 
they should lake the following day, so that they did not run the risk of getting lost. 
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25. The journey which lasted 20 years 

In 1271, the Poio family set out for Asia, 
No more than 16 years old, Marco Polo 
was included on this trip. Marco Poto's 
journey was to be unique because he 
eventually stayed in the kingdom of Kublai 
Khan for 20 years. During this lengthy 
period he undertook 
extensive journeys within 
the massive Mongol 
Empire. 


2%, What is a yurt? 

They then spent a year in the town of 
Campichu, which Marco Polo described 
as a beautiful town with an abundance 
of gold statues, Nearby, they met 
Mongol herdsmen who lived in the 
portable tent of those times, 
the “yurt". 
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31. The world's first banknotes 

Marco Polo also visited the important 
Chinese city of Kinsay, where according 
to him there were over 12,000 bridges 
He was afso amazed by the Chinese 
Gustom of using banknotes, then stilt 
unknown at home in Europe. 
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29. Kublai Khan’s throne 

In May 1275, following a tourney lasting 
37z years, Marco Polo reached Kublai 
Khan’s Summer Palace in Xanadu. 
Here, he knelt to be received by Kublai 
Khan who sat on his throne flanked by 
two statues of lions. 
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32. The Greet Wall of China 

In the course of his long travels Marco 
Polo passed the famous Great Wall of 
China which, at 3,460 km long, is the 
longest in the world. The Great Wall is 
a fortification built more than 2,000 
years ago, or approx. 1 ,000 years 
before Marco Polo s expeditions in 
China. At that time, the Great Wall was 
guarded by well-armed Chinese 
soldiers, providing excellent protection 
against enemy attack 
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30. Cambaluc - then Chinese capital city 

Cambaluc was Kublai Khan's capital in China. A white wall, approx. 30 km in length, 
encircled the city. Marco Polo described Cambaluc as a busy, prosperous city with roads 
so broad and straight that one could see from one end of the city to the other. 
Intersected by the roads, the city was lard out like a chessboard, each square 
comprising a house with a courtyard and garden. 
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Christopher Columbus's discovery of America in 1492 

In 1492, the Spanish sea-captain Christopher Columbus set sail from the Spanish pc*i 
of Palos, heading west over the Atlantic Ocean. Based on the evidence of previous 
overland expeditions, Columbus’s original idea was that this route would bring him to 
the other side of the Orient. A total of 3 ships, the Santa Maria, Nina and Pinta, were 
fitted out to enable Columbus to complete this important expedition. 






36. Land ahoy! 

Luckily, the voyatj^ ac 
the Atlantic went well and 
after 61 days at sea, a sailor 
m the crow’s nest of the 
caravel, the Nina, sighted 
land just before midnight on 
1 2 October 
1492. This 


was the 
beginning 
of the 
discovery 
of America 
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35. Tobacco, corn and potatoes 

On his way to America, Columbus's ports of calf 
included Cuba, where he and his men saw and tasted 
such exotic goods as pineapple, potatoes, com and 
tobacco for the first time They were particularly 
surprised at the Cubans' strange habit of rolling a type 
of cigar of dried leaves which they then lit and blew 
smoke from. 
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33, The caravel 

This major expedition became possible in the 15th 
century with the emergence of new types of ships, 
particularly the caravel, whose type of sail enabled il to 
tack to windward. This meant that it was actually 
possible to sail in a given dir&ction regardless of where 
the wind was coming from. Columbus's own ship, the 
Santa Maria, was 25 metres long, 9 metres wide and 
had approx, 2 metres draught. 
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34. Ships speed measured in 

/knots w ' 1 1 1 

The ship s speed was measured 
simply by throwing a wooden block 
lied to a long rope into the water. 
Tiie rope was knotted at intervals 
and could be hauled back in when 
a given distance had been covered. 
The sailor then counted the knots 
which passed through his fingers 
and the ship's speed 
in knots could then 
be determined. 
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40, Peart fishers 

In 1498, Columbus set sail on firs third voyage* thus time taking a more southerly route 
which brought him to the South American coast, Here he came upon Endian fishermen 
who were diving for pearl oysters. The Spaniards bartered for the beautiful genuine 
pearls, thereby laying the foundation of a trade in a commodity which second only to 
gold, was to become the most sought-after merchandise from the New World 
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38. Tornado 

The following year, when Columbus 
returned to Spain, he was given a 
triumphant reception at Court, and 
before the year was out he again set 
sail westwards, this time at the head 
of a fleet of 1 7 ships and 1 ,200 men 
Columbus returned to the island of 
Haiti near the Bahamas, where he was 
caught unprepared by a violent 
tornado. In broad daylight, thunder, 
lightning and darkness combined with 
wind reaching hurricane proportions, 
finally becoming a tornado which 
pulled trees up by I he roots. 
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39. The compass 

The ship’s course was determined by a sort of 
compass. As early as 1300, seamen already knew 
about the magnetic needle which always points to the 
north. It was placed on a map on which the different 
corners of the earth were marked around the needle. 
This map enabled the captain to set a course, 



37. Columbus back on land 

It was only one day before Columbus was 
able to be the first to set foot on dry land 
on Guanahani, one of the Bahamian 
islands. Columbus and his men were 
welcomed by friendly Indians, Columbus 
received gifts of gold, silver and genuine 
pearls, in return for which he gave knives, 
mirrors, clocks and beads. 
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Cook sails round the world in 1779 

It was the Englishman James Cook who discovered in 1779 that Australia and New 
Zealand were two separate land masses and not one continent as many still believec 
at that time. It was now established once and for all that New Zealand consisted of 
two main islands which were neither connected to New Guinea nor to Australia. On 
his travels on the ship Endeavour, Cook travelled nearly round the whole world. 
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41. Charting the oceans 
of the world 

As a result of a series of 
voyages of discovery, 
several countrifcsjdentifiedj, 
the urgent need Apr mote , ' 1 , 

accurate charting of the ; 
newly discovered countries 
and seas. This was James 
Cook’s big chance. At the 
age of 27 he was already 
an officer in the English 
Navy, and had been invol- 
ved in charting the North 
American coastline of 
New Found Land, Nova 
Scotia and Labrador. 
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44. The kangaroo 

Cook was the first European 
to see an Australian kangaroo. 
He was astonished at the 
sight and couid not decide 
which species of animal 
il belonged to. 


43, The discovery of Australia 

Leaving New Zealand, Cook sailed 
onwards on the Endeavour reaching 
Australia's unknown east coast. While 
charting the coasts of Australia, the 
Endeavour had the misfortune to 
run aground on a reef, but by throw- 
ing most of the ship's cargo over- 
board, Cook and his crew managed 
to make the ship light enough to be 
lifted off the reef by the water. 
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42, The South Pacific L 

Later, Cook sailed south and while 
mapping the South Pacific he reach- 
ed the smaller islands of Tahiti and 
Fiji, where he was well received 
by the native population. 
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Suddenly ha heard a norse, Enmk^. r r 
the mud sound of a gigantic Waterfall. 

* which completely hid Lpke Victoria, tying 
ENgher Up. Speke then f pi lowed the flow 
I 7 qf water pouring from the water- 
fall and finally, on 26 July 1862 
£ he located the source of the Nile, 


The Englishman Speke locates the source 
of the River Nile in 1862 

Several explorers had for many years searched in vain for the source of the Nile. 

But in 1857, two Englishmen, Sir Richard Burton and the young John Speke, traveled 
to Zanzibar, on the east coast of Africa, in order to try and solve this mystery. Several 
explorers and merchants had earlier told about three big lakes which were supposed 
to lie in the interior of the mainland, towards the west. These are the three lakes wh»ch 
we now call Tanganyika, Victoria and Nyasa. One of these lakes could very well be 
the source of the enormous waters of the Nile. 
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vN 47, Lake Victoria 

On 30 July 1858, Speke reached 
' " a mountainside, behind which the 
natives told him was a large lake. 
When he reached the fop, a fantastic 
sight' wasjust in front of him. A huge 
lake, bathed in the sunshine. This 
must be the source of the Nile! The 
Sp lake was later named after the re-gr 
jf^tng Queen of England at that time 
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45. Expeditions 
in Africa 

At that time, most 
expeditions in Africa took place 
on foot. In order to be able 
to endure such long distances 
through impassable terrain, it 
was necessary to use native 
labourers who could transport 
the necessary equipment. 
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46. The head of the river 

The journey towards the interior of 
Africa took several months. Exhausted, 
they finally reached the banks of a large 
lake, which later turned out to be Lake 
Tanganyika. Richard Burton was con- 
vinced that he had found the source of 
the Nile and decided to turn back, but 
John Speke continued on his Journey 


Peary conquered the North Pole in 1908 

The North Pole was not so easy to conquer, not only because it is the most northerly 
point in the world where it is always unimaginably cold, but also because it consists 
simply of two gigantic ice masses. 
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52. The Midnight Sun 

Finally luck was with Peary and on 6 
April 1908, after a month of hardship, 

Peary was able to ascertain with the help of his instruments and the height of the sun that 
he had found the North Pole, He remained there for 30 hours, admiring the low-lying sun 
which in that part of the world shines for 24 hours a day - most of the year. 




51 . Dog sledges 

Peary made several attempts to reach the 
North Pole but was forced to turn back before 
he reached 90* latitude. He was almost ready 
to give up but made one last attempt in 1908 
On 28 February he set sail from Alaska with 
a team of £4 men, 133 sledge dogs and £8 
sledges. The journey got off to a very bad 
start; strong winds and temperatures as low 
as -50°C; but the ship eventually reached the 
ice cap, from which they could proceed on 
skis and with dog sledges. 
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49. The magnetic North Pole 

For as long as it has been understood that the world 
is round, explorers have dreamed of being the first to 
reach the northernmost point. The North Pole is the 
point to which ail compass needles in the whole world 
will always try to point to. because the needle is attract- 
ed by the magnetic North Pole. If you stand on the 
North Pole itself, the needle will try to turn downwards. 
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50. Robert E, Peary 

The American Robert E. Peary was born on 6 May 1856 in Pennsylvania, 
and from late boyhood his dream was to be the first to conquer the North 
as he reached adulthood he began to prepare himself by 
several trips to the Arctic regions. He spent three years living with 

learning to drive dog sledges and to build igloos. 


Space exploration in our time 


Until around 40 years ago, voyages of exploration were all limited to Garth, 
but in 1957 the Soviet Union launched the first satellite, Sputnik i, into Space, 
Not much bigger than a football, it could send radio signals back to Earth, 



The American. Neil Armstrong, was the first 
person to set foot on !he moon Tina 
happened on 20 July 1969, when 
he and Edwin AJdrin arrived 
on the surface of the moon 
with the landing craft 
. They wore 
space suits and 
collected stones 
from the moon 


But within the next 4 years the Soviet Union and the USA had already launched 
manned spacecraft for exploration further out in space. 


54. The first manned satellite 

The first successful space flight with a 
manned satellite took place on 12 April 
1961 when the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri 
Alekseyevich Gagarin flew once round 
the earth in 89.34 minutes 


e 


j LiWoJt J4U Jji - o i 

Jilj . L_o>. klirj Jjl 

jlj U-lL* JLyji ' lf 

* 1 ) M *. ! J^ 1 * ^ (JUI 





56. Space stations 

in 1971 , the Soviet Union sent the first space 
station, Saljut I, into orbit around the earth 
A space station has room for 
several astronauts to spend 
a long lime in order to 
conduct scientific 

research. , 
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53, The first rocket on the moon 

The first time mankind succeeded in sending a rocket 
to the moon was on 14 September 1959, when the 
unmanned Soviet spaceship "Luna II H landed on the 
moon. Very soon after, the first pictures of the moon 
were taken by the Luna III moon-probe which 
transmitted them back to Earth. 







59. Voyage to Mars 

Mars is Earth’s neighbour, in 1992; the Soviet probe Nina was launched and the 
first pictures from Mars were sent back to Earth, in 1996 the Americans succeeded 
m bringing a spaceship back from Mars with samples taken from the surface. 

Today we know that Mars is surrounded by ice and that there are 
many cracks and craters on the surface. 
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60. Space shuttles 
In 1981 , the American space shuttle. 
Columbia, made its first test flight in 
space. A space shunie is arg * than £■■ 
space ship and like an aerup.a iF it is 
capable of landing Uter a s^acc flight. 
After thorough overhaul and repairs it is 
then ready to be sent back into space 
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57. Space probes 

Space probes are smaller, unmanned space st ations 
equipped with cameras and various sensors which 
collect information on space and relay it to Earth in the 
form of radio signals or pictures. 
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58. i/Ve j the i sab Hites 

Toe ay, r eve ai ct untries .ato* leui tched 
weather satellites. A weather satellite 
sends pictures of the cloud cover arid 
temperature variations to Earth, making 
better weather forecasts possible now. 




Where is Mr. Suntop? 

Can you spot the real Mr Suntop? He is wearing an orange T-shirt as always. 
See solution on the second- last page- 
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As Marco Polo, Mr. Suntop is going 
to travel through the maze to reach the 
Chinese ship at the bottom of the page. 
Which way should he choose? See the 
solution on the opposite page. 
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Page 2; Spot five differences. 
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Pages 42-43: Spot ten similarities. 



Page 67; Hie dangerous 
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